Open House 
#4 PIERCE HOUSE 
2511 B St., Washougal, Washington 


The Faye brothers built this two-story home 
for their sister Betty and her husband Al 
Pierce around 1907. The lumber was hauled 
by horses from Skamania via the back road 
around Cape Horn. Square nails were used 
in the construction and the foundation 

was made from river boulders held together 
with cement mixed with river sand. 


In 1954 after Pierce died, his wife sold 
the house to Ernest Workman, and a year 
later Gertie Goggins purchased the home. 
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Gertie instituted major repairs and updating. 
The downstairs bath was originally the kitchen 
pantry, and a former root cellar has been 
converted to a wine cellar. Laundry facilities 
and the original dug well, now an electric 
pump, are in the building connected by a 
breezeway from the back door. 


Al Pierce was the purser on the Jesse Harkins 

boat between Portland and Washougal. Later, 

after improved roads saw the demise of the 

river boats, he became the first water commissioner 
for Washougal. 


Many of the roses along the front walk were 
planted by Betty Pierce as well as the climbing 
rose on the front porch. 


